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6. ABDULLAH RESPONDED TO THIS ATTACK AT A SEPTEMBER 24 
RELIGIOUS MEETING IN SRINAGAR BY VIGOROUSLY DENYING THE 
CHARGES. WITHOUT IDENTIFYING HIS ACCUSERS, HE SAID THAT 
"SUCH TRIVIAL ALLEGATIONS SHOULD BE TREATED WITH THE 
CONTEMPT THEY DESERVE." WHILE WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
SHEIKH MAY INDEED HAVE BEEN EDGING A LITTLE CLOSER TO 
THE JAN SANGH IN ORDER TO WOO SUPPORT IN PREDOMINANTLY 
HINDU JAMMU (HIEZMAIN BASE OF SUPPORT IS STILL CONFINED 
TO MUSLIV KASHMIR) AND HAS FREED VIRTUALLY ALL RSS AND 
JANA SANGH PRISONERS IN KASHMIR, THIS EXCHANGE OF 
ACCUSATIONS MUST BE VIEWED AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE 
BASIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ABDULLAH AND THE CENTRAL CON- 
GRESS LEADERSHIP. THE SHEIKH DISLIKES AND IS CRITICAL 
OF MINISTER OF STATE FOR HOME AFFAIRS OF MEHTA (HIMSELF 
A RAJYA SAB HA MP FROM JAMMU) AND HAS ATTACKED HIM QUITE 
OPENLY FOR HIS PRE-1954 ASSOCIATION WITH THE RSS. THUS, 
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THE JAMMU CONGRESS LEADERS' ATTACK ON ABDULLAH FOR 
"BEFRIENDING" THE JAN SANGH MAY BE SEEN AS A MEANS OF 
ANSWERING THE SHEIKH S CRITICISM OF OM MEHTA. 
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7. IN ANOTHER MANIFESTATION OF THE GROWING DIFFER- 
ENCE 

BETWEEN ABDULLAH AND THE CONGRESS, WE HAVE BEEN 
RELIABY TOLD THAT ABOUT SEPT 1 1 HE TOLD A PUBLIC 
GATHERING IN SRINAGAR THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO RESIGN AS 
CHIEF MINISTER AND INSISTED THAT HE WOULD NOT BE A PARTY 
TO THE SUPPRESSION OF DEMOCRACY IN 
J&K. SAMACHAR 

REPORTED THAT THE SHEIKH HAD THREATENED TO RESIGN AT A 
RELIGIOUS GATHERING IN SRINAGAR SEPT 24 IF THE CONGRESS 
WITHDREW ITS SUPPORT TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 

8. THE MOST RECENT INDICATION OF THE BAD BLOOD ON 
BOTH SIDES IS THE CURRENT CONTROVERSY OVER HOLDING 
CIVIC ELECTIONS IN SRINAGAR, JAMMU, AND OTHER URBAN 
AREAS. ALREADY TWICE POSTPONED, THEY ARE NOW SCHEDULED 
TO BE HELD IN LATE OCTOBER AND EARY NOVEMBER. WE 
GATHER THAT A TENTATIVE AGREEMENT HAD BEEN WORKED OUT 
BETWEEN THE CONGRESS AND THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN 
JUNE TO THE EFFECT THAT THESE POLLS WOULD BE CONTESTED 
ON A NON PARTY BASIS. LATER, HOWEVER, STATE CONGRESS 
LEADERS CAME TO BELIEVE THAT THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
WAS RENEGING ON THIS UNDERSTANDING AND WAS PREPARING 
TO FIELD ITS OWN CANDIDATES. NOT TO BE OUTFLANKED.THE 
CONGRESS PREPARED TO DO LIKEWISE, AND AN OPEN ELECTORAL 
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES APPEARED LIKELY, 
THUS LEADING TO SPECULATING 

IN THE LAST FEW DAYS THAT 

THE CIVIC ELECTIONS WOULD HAVE TO BE POSTPONED ONCE 
AGAIN. THE SHEIKH, HOWEVER ; SEEMS INTENT ON FORGING 
AHEAD AND TOLD A PRAYER MEETING SEPTEMBER 26 THAT THE 
ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD ON TIME. IN AN OBVIOUS WARNING 
TO THE CONGRESS, HE ALSO SAID THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING 
TO MAKE ELECTORAL ADJUSTMENTS WITH MAUL VI FAROOQ'S 
AWAMI ACTION COMMITTEE IN THE COMING POLLS. (THE AWAMI 
ACTION COMMITTEE, FORMERLY A PRO-PAKISTAN PARTY, HAD 
JOINTLY SPONSORED CANDIDATES WITH ABDULLAH'S OLD 
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PLEBISCITE FRONT IN THE 1972 CIVIC ELECTIONS.) 

9. COMMENT: RUMORS CONTINUE TO FLOAT AROUND DELHI THAT 
OTHER CONGRESS MEMBERS OF THE STATE LEGISLATURE ARE 
PREPARING TO JUMP OVER TO THE SHEIKH'S SIDE AND THAT 

THE CONGRESS HAS IN FACT ONLY A PAPER THIN MAJORITY. 
HOWEVER, WE THINK THIS IS PROBABLY NOT YET TRUE. WE 
HAVE ALSO HEARD THAT THE SHEIKH IS VERY UNHAPPY WITH 
THE PROPOSED 44TH CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL BOTH 
BECAUSESNT REPRESENTS FURTHER CENTRALIZATION OF 
POWER IN THE HANDS OF THE GOI AND BECAUSE IT IMPOSES 
SEVERE LIMITATIONS ON THE POWERS OF STATE HIGH COURTS. 
THE SHEIKH'S CLOSE SUPPORTER, INDEPENDENT MP S. AYFED 
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SHAMIM, HAS BEEN AN EVEN SHARPER AND MORE TRENCHANT 
CRITIC OF THE PRIME MINISTER, THE EMERGENCY AND THE NEW 
AMENDMENT BILL IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS, AND WE SUSPECT 
THAT HE SPEAKS INDIRECTLY FOR ABDULLAH HIMSELF. 

10. PULLING TOGETHER 

ARE THE THREADS OF ACCUSATIONS 

AND COUNTER-ACCUSATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN FLYING FOR THE 
PAST SEVERAL WEEKS, IT IS APPARENT THAT CONGRESS- 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE RELATIONS- NEVER VERY CLOSE- 
ARE CURRENTLY POOR. THIS IS PROBABLY TO ABDULLAH'S 
ADVANTAGE: SINCE HE IS NO LONGER THE IMPRISONED 
MARTYR OF THE KASHMIRI CAUSE, BUT RATHER AN ORDINARY 
POLITICIAN, THE SHEIKHS CHARISMA HAS SUFFERED SINCE HE 
BECAME CHIEF MINISTER LAST YEAR. ALSO, SEVERAL OF HIS 

REACTIONSCSUCH AS ENDING THE CENTER S PRICE SUPPORTS 
TO FOOD SUPPLIES IN THE STUN) HAVE BEEN UNPOPULAR. 

THUS, IT IS IN HIS INTEREST TO APPEAR TO BE IN CON- 
FLICT WITH THE CENTER AND HE PROBABLY WELCOMES THE 
CHANCE TO AIR HIS DIFFERENCES WITH THE CONGRESS IN 
PUBLIC. 

11. WE SHOULD KNOW, 

HOWEVER, THAT KASHMIR POLITICS 

HAVE A WAY OF APPEARING TO BE CONSTANTLY AT THE SIMMER, 
BUT RARELY REACH A FULL BOIL. MRS GANDHI WILL BE 
EXTREMELY CAREFUL TO AVOID AN OPEN BREAK WITH ABDULLAH, 
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AND WE WOULD GUESS THAT THERE IS STILL QUITE A DIS- 
TANCE TO GO BEFORE A STATE OF TOTAL CONFRONTATION 
IS REACHED. MRS GANDHI WANTS TO PRESERVE THE KASHMIR 
ACCORD AT ALL COSTS. 

SAXBE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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